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Reading Rock Layers
This cliff has five rock layers. Lower layers formed first, so they are older. Look 
at the fossils in each layer.

Fossil key: a coiled spiral is a sea shell. Bones with a tail are a fish. A leafy stem is a 
fern. Three toes are a dinosaur footprint.
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1. Which layer is the oldest? A C E

2. Layer E has sea shells. What was this place like when layer E formed?

a desert under the sea an icy mountain

3. Ferns grow in warm, wet places. What was the land like when layer C 
formed?

warm and wet frozen under the sea

4. Which layer shows that animals walked on land? D B E

5. How did this place change over time? Use evidence from the layers.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Reading Rock Layers
Answers from the rock layers.

Fossil key: a coiled spiral is a sea shell. Bones with a tail are a fish. A leafy stem is a 
fern. Three toes are a dinosaur footprint.
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1. Which layer is the oldest? A C E

2. Layer E has sea shells. What was this place like when layer E formed?

a desert under the sea an icy mountain

3. Ferns grow in warm, wet places. What was the land like when layer C 
formed?

warm and wet frozen under the sea

4. Which layer shows that animals walked on land? D B E

5. How did this place change over time? Use evidence from the layers.

It was under the sea (shells, fish), then a warm, wet land with ferns, 
then dry land where dinosaurs walked.
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