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Five Kittens, One Family
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Five Kittens, One Family
Pepper the cat had five kittens. Pepper has gray fur and 
green eyes. The kittens’ father has orange stripes and 
yellow eyes.

The kittens all look like cats, but no two look exactly 
alike. Two kittens are gray like Pepper. One has orange 
stripes like its father. One is gray with orange patches. 
One is black, like its grandmother!

Traits that pass from parents to their young are called 
inherited traits. Each kitten gets a different mix of traits, 
so brothers and sisters can look different. Scientists call 
these differences variation.

Other things are learned. Pepper teaches her kittens to 
use a litter box. Later, they learn their names. Learning 
does not change a kitten’s fur color.

1. What color are Pepper’s eyes? yellow green blue

2. What is variation?

differences among young of the same parents a learned behavior

3. Name one inherited trait and one learned behavior from the passage.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Five Kittens, One Family
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Five Kittens, One Family
Pepper the cat had five kittens. Pepper has gray fur and 
green eyes. The kittens’ father has orange stripes and 
yellow eyes.

The kittens all look like cats, but no two look exactly 
alike. Two kittens are gray like Pepper. One has orange 
stripes like its father. One is gray with orange patches. 
One is black, like its grandmother!

Traits that pass from parents to their young are called 
inherited traits. Each kitten gets a different mix of traits, 
so brothers and sisters can look different. Scientists call 
these differences variation.

Other things are learned. Pepper teaches her kittens to 
use a litter box. Later, they learn their names. Learning 
does not change a kitten’s fur color.

1. What color are Pepper’s eyes? yellow green blue

2. What is variation?

differences among young of the same parents a learned behavior

3. Name one inherited trait and one learned behavior from the passage.

Inherited: gray fur (or stripes, eye color). Learned: using a litter box (or 
knowing its name).
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