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Only 20 Tickets
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Only 20 Tickets
The town puppet show had only 20 seats, but 35 children 
wanted to go. There were not enough seats for everyone. That is 
scarcity.

The library had to make a choice. It could give tickets to the 
first 20 children in line, or it could pick names from a hat. It 
chose the hat, so everyone had a fair chance.

Mia’s name was picked! But the show was at the same time as 
her soccer game. Now she had to choose. Mia went to the show. 
Missing the soccer game was her opportunity cost: the next best 
thing she gave up.

Scarcity happens everywhere. People, families, towns and 
businesses all make choices because they cannot have 
everything.

1. Why was there scarcity at the puppet show?

More children wanted seats than there were seats.

The show was free.

2.
What was Mia’s 
opportunity cost?

the puppet show her soccer game a ticket

3. Was picking names from a hat a fair choice? Explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Only 20 Tickets
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Only 20 Tickets
The town puppet show had only 20 seats, but 35 children 
wanted to go. There were not enough seats for everyone. That is 
scarcity.

The library had to make a choice. It could give tickets to the 
first 20 children in line, or it could pick names from a hat. It 
chose the hat, so everyone had a fair chance.

Mia’s name was picked! But the show was at the same time as 
her soccer game. Now she had to choose. Mia went to the show. 
Missing the soccer game was her opportunity cost: the next best 
thing she gave up.

Scarcity happens everywhere. People, families, towns and 
businesses all make choices because they cannot have 
everything.

1. Why was there scarcity at the puppet show?

More children wanted seats than there were seats.

The show was free.

2.
What was Mia’s 
opportunity cost?

the puppet show her soccer game a ticket

3. Was picking names from a hat a fair choice? Explain.

Yes, because every child had the same chance to get a ticket.
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