
Name Date

Literal or Nonliteral?
Read the bold words. Do they mean exactly what they say? Circle literal or nonliteral.

Literal words mean exactly what they say. Nonliteral words mean something 
different from what they say.

Literal: The bird flew across the yard.     Nonliteral: Summer vacation flew by.

1
Our class played a name game to break the ice on 
the first day.

literal nonliteral

2 Grandma gave me a piece of cake after dinner. literal nonliteral

3 The puppy took three wobbly steps toward its bowl. literal nonliteral

4 Sam was on the fence about which book to pick. literal nonliteral

5 Ty was in hot water after he forgot to feed the fish. literal nonliteral

6 A robin sat on the fence and sang. literal nonliteral

7 We washed the muddy boots in hot water. literal nonliteral

8 Mia took steps to save money for a new bike. literal nonliteral

9 Dad used a spoon to break the ice in the birdbath. literal nonliteral

10 The math quiz was a piece of cake. literal nonliteral

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

Literal or Nonliteral?
Read the bold words. Do they mean exactly what they say? Circle literal or nonliteral.

Literal words mean exactly what they say. Nonliteral words mean something 
different from what they say.

Literal: The bird flew across the yard.     Nonliteral: Summer vacation flew by.

1
Our class played a name game to break the ice on 
the first day.

literal nonliteral

2 Grandma gave me a piece of cake after dinner. literal nonliteral

3 The puppy took three wobbly steps toward its bowl. literal nonliteral

4 Sam was on the fence about which book to pick. literal nonliteral

5 Ty was in hot water after he forgot to feed the fish. literal nonliteral

6 A robin sat on the fence and sang. literal nonliteral

7 We washed the muddy boots in hot water. literal nonliteral

8 Mia took steps to save money for a new bike. literal nonliteral

9 Dad used a spoon to break the ice in the birdbath. literal nonliteral

10 The math quiz was a piece of cake. literal nonliteral
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