Name Date

What Does the Phrase Mean?

These phrases are nonliteral. Draw a line from each phrase to its real meaning.

People use these nonliteral phrases every day. They do not mean what the
words say.

If you have “cold feet,” your feet are not really cold. You feel nervous!

hit the books e e watch carefully
lend a hand e o tell a secret
under the weather e e study hard
keep an eye on e e listening closely
hold your horses e e help
all ears o e wait and slow down

spill the beans e e feeling sick
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

What Does the Phrase Mean?

These phrases are nonliteral. Draw a line from each phrase to its real meaning.

People use these nonliteral phrases every day. They do not mean what the
words say.

If you have “cold feet,” your feet are not really cold. You feel nervous!

hit the books watch carefully
lend a hand tell a secret
under the weather study hard
keep an eye on listening closely
hold your horses help
all ears wait and slow down

spill the beans feeling sick
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