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Similes and Metaphors

A chart to read together and keep.
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A simile compares two different things using like or as. A
metaphor compares them by saying one thing is the other. Both
are nonliteral: they do not mean exactly what the words say.
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Similes Metaphors
use like or as say one thing is another
 The kitten was as light as a
feather. (It weighed very little.) * The lake was a mirror. (It was
- Her laugh bubbled like a pot of smooth and shiny.)
soup. (It was happy and * My legs were wet noodles.
bouncy.) (They felt weak and wobbly.)
* The runners shot off like * The classroom was a beehive.
rockets. (They started very (It was busy and buzzing.)
fast.)
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Literal or Nonliteral? How to Tell
Literal words mean exactly what * Are two different things being
they say. compared?
* The baby took her first steps. * Look for like or as. If you find
Nonliteral words mean something one, it may be a simile.
different. * No like or as, but one thing is
« Our town took steps to keep the another? It is a metaphor.
park clean. (It did things to » Careful! “I like pizza” is not a
make it happen.) simile. Nothing is compared.
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Try it

Finish the simile: The wind howled like ...
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