Name Date

Simple, Compound, and Complex
Sentences

A chart to read together and keep.

( )
A complete thought has a subject and a verb and can stand
alone. Count the complete thoughts, and look at the joining
word.
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Simple Compound
one complete thought thought + comma + and, but, or, so +
thought

The frog jumped.

Ben and Ava played chess. The frog jumped, and the fish swam
The baby laughed and clapped. away.

- Two names or two actions can I like peaches, but Dad likes plums.

still be one simple sentence. * Both parts can stand alone.
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Complex How to Check
thought +S par‘tfthatk;st?rts withfbecause, + Is there only one complete
when, aiter, before, or | thought? Simple.
We ate inside because it was D d b -
windy. * Do oml t *‘:I: ori]tor;sgjom twod
complete thoughts? Compound.
When the bell rang, we ran outside. . Doesone part itar‘t with Eecause
* The part that starts with because when. after. before. or if? ’
cannot stand alone. When it Comp,lex. ’ ’
comes first, put a comma after it.
- AN J

Try it
Write a complex sentence with because.
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