
Name Date

Simple, Compound, or Complex?
Read each sentence. Circle the kind of sentence it is.

Simple: one complete thought.  Compound: two thoughts joined by a comma 
and and, but, or, or so.  Complex: a thought + a part that starts with 
because, when, after, before, or if.

The sun set.  •  The sun set, and the stars came out.  •  The stars came out after the 
sun set.

1 Our class sang three songs at the fair. simple compound complex

2
The bear sniffed the log and walked 
away.

simple compound complex

3
When the snow melted, the creek got 
deeper.

simple compound complex

4
Sara knocked on the door, but no one 
was home.

simple compound complex

5
We went inside because the wind was 
cold.

simple compound complex

6 I read a book before I fell asleep. simple compound complex

7
Max fed the goldfish, and Lila fed the 
turtle.

simple compound complex

8
Mom and Grandpa planted tulips by the 
gate.

simple compound complex

9 The kitten chased a ball of yarn. simple compound complex

10
If it is sunny tomorrow, we will go to the 
lake.

simple compound complex

11
We can play inside, or we can go to the 
park.

simple compound complex

12
The pizza was hot, so we waited a 
minute.

simple compound complex
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Simple, Compound, or Complex?
Read each sentence. Circle the kind of sentence it is.

Simple: one complete thought.  Compound: two thoughts joined by a comma 
and and, but, or, or so.  Complex: a thought + a part that starts with 
because, when, after, before, or if.

The sun set.  •  The sun set, and the stars came out.  •  The stars came out after the 
sun set.

1 Our class sang three songs at the fair. simple compound complex

2
The bear sniffed the log and walked 
away.

simple compound complex

3
When the snow melted, the creek got 
deeper.

simple compound complex

4
Sara knocked on the door, but no one 
was home.

simple compound complex

5
We went inside because the wind was 
cold.

simple compound complex

6 I read a book before I fell asleep. simple compound complex

7
Max fed the goldfish, and Lila fed the 
turtle.

simple compound complex

8
Mom and Grandpa planted tulips by the 
gate.

simple compound complex

9 The kitten chased a ball of yarn. simple compound complex

10
If it is sunny tomorrow, we will go to the 
lake.

simple compound complex

11
We can play inside, or we can go to the 
park.

simple compound complex

12
The pizza was hot, so we waited a 
minute.

simple compound complex
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