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Compare Themes: Otter and Heron

Read both stories about Otter and Heron. Then compare their themes.

Otter Keeps It All Heron Waits
Otter caught fish after fish from the Otter splashed and dove all over the
river until he had a pile taller than river, but his splashing scared every
himself. Heron had caught nothing all fish away. Heron stood very still in the
morning. “Could you spare one fish?” shallow water. She waited and waited.
she asked. “Find your own,” said Otter, At last, a silver fish swam past her feet,
and he sat on his pile. But Otter could and she caught it in one quick snap.
not eat so many fish, and by the next “How did you do that?” asked Otter. “I
day they had spoiled. He had to throw stood still and waited,” said Heron. The
them all away. His tummy rumbled. “I next day, Otter tried it. Staying still
should have shared,” he sighed. was hard, but at last he caught a fish of
his own.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Compare Themes: Otter and Heron

Read both stories about Otter and Heron. Then compare their themes.

Otter Keeps It All Heron Waits
Otter caught fish after fish from the Otter splashed and dove all over the
river until he had a pile taller than river, but his splashing scared every
himself. Heron had caught nothing all fish away. Heron stood very still in the
morning. “Could you spare one fish?” shallow water. She waited and waited.
she asked. “Find your own,” said Otter, At last, a silver fish swam past her feet,
and he sat on his pile. But Otter could and she caught it in one quick snap.
not eat so many fish, and by the next “How did you do that?” asked Otter. “I
day they had spoiled. He had to throw stood still and waited,” said Heron. The
them all away. His tummy rumbled. “I next day, Otter tried it. Staying still
should have shared,” he sighed. was hard, but at last he caught a fish of
his own.
( 113 7 ) ( [13 . 7 )
Theme of “Otter Keeps It All Theme of “Heron Waits
_Being greedy can leaveyou | | Being patientcanhelp
_with nothing, soshare. | | youreachyourgoal.
\ J J
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How are the two stories alike?

_Both are about Otter and Heron fishing at the river,
_and in both stories Otter learnsa lesson.
\ J
s . A

How are the themes different?

_The first theme is about sharing. Thesecond

_theme is about being patient.
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