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Find the Theme: The Paper Lantern
Read the story. Use the key details to find the theme.

The Paper Lantern
Grace wanted her paper lantern to be the most beautiful one at the town’s spring 
festival. She told her little brother, Sam, that he could not help because he would 
mess it up. Grace worked alone for hours, but the thin paper kept tearing, and the 
glue would not hold. Sam sat nearby and watched. “What if you put tape on the 
inside?” he asked. Grace almost said no. Instead, she tried his idea, and it worked! 
Together, they painted stars on the sides. That night, their lantern glowed brightly, 
and Grace told everyone, “My brother had the best idea.”

Key detail Key detail Key detail

What does Grace learn?

Theme: the lesson for everyone
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Find the Theme: The Paper Lantern
Read the story. Use the key details to find the theme.

The Paper Lantern
Grace wanted her paper lantern to be the most beautiful one at the town’s spring 
festival. She told her little brother, Sam, that he could not help because he would 
mess it up. Grace worked alone for hours, but the thin paper kept tearing, and the 
glue would not hold. Sam sat nearby and watched. “What if you put tape on the 
inside?” he asked. Grace almost said no. Instead, she tried his idea, and it worked! 
Together, they painted stars on the sides. That night, their lantern glowed brightly, 
and Grace told everyone, “My brother had the best idea.”

Key detail

Grace will not let

Sam help.

Key detail

Her lantern keeps

tearing.

Key detail

Sam’s tape idea

works.

What does Grace learn?

Her little brother had a good idea, and she

should have listened to him.

Theme: the lesson for everyone

Good ideas can come from anyone, so listen

to others.
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