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The Beaver Who Built Alone
Read the fable. Think about the lesson Bram learns. Level 1 · 235 words

1 Bram the beaver was proud of his strong teeth and his quick paws. “I am the 
best builder in the whole forest,” he told everyone. “I do not need any 
help.”

2 One autumn, the river began to rise. All the beavers knew they had to build 
a new dam before the winter rains. “Let’s work together,” said Old Hazel, 
the oldest beaver. “If each of us carries a few branches, the dam will be 
done in no time.”

3 Bram shook his head. “You will only slow me down,” he said. “I will build my 
own dam, all by myself.”

4 So Bram worked alone. He chewed and dragged and stacked from sunrise to 
sunset. But for every branch he set in place, the rushing water pulled 
another one away. By the end of the week, his paws were sore, and his dam 
was still full of holes.

5 Downstream, the other beavers had finished their dam. Each one had carried 
branches, packed mud, and helped the others. Their dam was strong and 
tall.

6 That night, the first big storm arrived, and Bram’s dam washed away. Cold 
and wet, he swam to Old Hazel’s lodge. “May I come in?” he asked quietly. 
“And next time, may I help you build?”

7 Old Hazel smiled and moved over to make room. “We would be glad to have 
you,” she said. “Strong teeth are good. Many strong teeth are even better.”
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Name Date

The Beaver Who Built Alone: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is Bram’s problem?

a. His dam washes away. b. He has no branches.

c. His teeth are weak.

2 Number the events in order.

A storm washes Bram’s dam away.

Bram says he does not need any help.

Bram asks to help build next time.

Bram works alone from sunrise to sunset.

3 Why did the other beavers’ dam stay strong?

a. Hazel built it. b. They worked together. c. They used rocks.

4 At the end of the fable, Bram still wants to build alone. true false

5 Which is the theme of this fable?

a. Beavers build dams.
b. Always try to be the best builder.
c. Working together is better than doing everything alone.

6 What does Old Hazel mean when she says, “Many strong teeth are even better”?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Beaver Who Built Alone: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is Bram’s problem?

a. His dam washes away. b. He has no branches.

c. His teeth are weak.

2 Number the events in order.

3 A storm washes Bram’s dam away.

1 Bram says he does not need any help.

4 Bram asks to help build next time.

2 Bram works alone from sunrise to sunset.

3 Why did the other beavers’ dam stay strong?

a. Hazel built it. b. They worked together. c. They used rocks.

4 At the end of the fable, Bram still wants to build alone. true false

5 Which is the theme of this fable?

a. Beavers build dams.
b. Always try to be the best builder.
c. Working together is better than doing everything alone.

6 What does Old Hazel mean when she says, “Many strong teeth are even better”?

Many beavers working together can do more than one beaver alone.

That is the lesson Bram learns.
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