
Name Date

The Cracked Flowerpot
Read the story. Think about what Ravi learns. Level 2 · 311 words

1 Ravi lined up his soccer ball and gave it his hardest kick ever. The ball sailed over the 
fence, high into Mrs. Alvarez’s yard. Then came a terrible sound: crack!

2 Ravi peeked through a gap in the fence. Mrs. Alvarez’s blue flowerpot, the one she 
kept by her back door, had a long crack down the side. Dirt was spilling onto the 
steps. Mrs. Alvarez loved that pot. She watered the yellow flowers in it every single 
evening. Ravi’s stomach did a flip.

3 Nobody saw, he thought. I could just get my ball and go inside. Mrs. Alvarez might 
think the wind knocked it over. For a moment, that idea felt like a good plan. But the 
longer Ravi stood there, the heavier he felt, as if his backpack were full of bricks.

4 He thought about how Mrs. Alvarez waved to him every morning. He thought about 
the lemonade she brought over on hot days. How would he feel if someone broke his 
things and pretended not to know?

5 Ravi took a deep breath, walked to her front door, and knocked. When Mrs. Alvarez 
opened it, the words tumbled out. “I kicked my ball into your yard, and it cracked 
your blue flowerpot. I’m really sorry. I can use my allowance to help buy a new one.”

6 Mrs. Alvarez was quiet for a moment. Then she put a hand on his shoulder. “That pot 
was old, Ravi, but your honesty is worth much more than a pot,” she said. “How 
about this? You help me plant my flowers in a new pot on Saturday, and we’ll call it 
even.”

7 On Saturday, Mrs. Alvarez showed Ravi how to press the soil gently around each 
root. He dug and planted and watered until the new pot was full of red flowers. His 
hands were muddy, but he felt as light as a feather.
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The Cracked Flowerpot: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why does Ravi’s stomach do a flip in paragraph 2?

a. He is very hungry. b. He hurt his foot. c. He broke the pot.

2 What does Ravi think about doing at first?

a. keeping it a secret b. buying a new pot c. kicking the ball back

3 What does “as if his backpack were full of bricks” mean in paragraph 3?

4 How does Mrs. Alvarez feel about what Ravi did?

a. angry at him b. glad he was honest c. afraid of him

5 Which is the theme of this story?

a. Telling the truth is the right thing to do, even when it is hard.
b. Soccer is a fun sport to play.
c. Never play ball near a fence.

6 How does the ending show the theme? Use details from the story.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Cracked Flowerpot: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why does Ravi’s stomach do a flip in paragraph 2?

a. He is very hungry. b. He hurt his foot. c. He broke the pot.

2 What does Ravi think about doing at first?

a. keeping it a secret b. buying a new pot c. kicking the ball back

3 What does “as if his backpack were full of bricks” mean in paragraph 3?

He feels bad and guilty inside about hiding what he did.

4 How does Mrs. Alvarez feel about what Ravi did?

a. angry at him b. glad he was honest c. afraid of him

5 Which is the theme of this story?

a. Telling the truth is the right thing to do, even when it is hard.
b. Soccer is a fun sport to play.
c. Never play ball near a fence.

6 How does the ending show the theme? Use details from the story.

Ravi tells the truth, helps plant flowers, and feels as light as a feather.

Being honest made him feel better.
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