Name Date

Which Is the Theme?

Read each story. Circle the theme, the lesson of the story.

Luis wanted to win the spelling bee so much that he peeked at the word list
on the teacher’s desk. He won, but every time he looked at his prize, he felt
bad. The next day, he told his teacher the truth.

Which is the theme?

a. Spelling bees are hard.
b. Always try to win a prize.
c. Winning by cheating does not feel good.

A tall pine let a tiny hummingbird rest in its branches, but it laughed, “What

@ could something so small ever do for me?” That summer, beetles began to
chew the pine’s bark. The hummingbird brought her friends the woodpeckers,
who ate every beetle.

Which is the theme?

a. Even a small friend can be a big help.
b. Pine trees grow very tall.
c. Never ask anyone for help.

Bao was new and did not speak much English yet, so he sat alone at lunch.

@ Zara sat next to him, pointed to her sandwich, and said, “Sandwich.” Bao
smiled and said the word for rice in his language. Soon they were teaching
each other new words every day.

Which is the theme?

a. Lunch is the best part of the day.
b. A small act of kindness can start a friendship.
c. new students at school
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Which Is the Theme?

Read each story. Circle the theme, the lesson of the story.

Luis wanted to win the spelling bee so much that he peeked at the word list
on the teacher’s desk. He won, but every time he looked at his prize, he felt
bad. The next day, he told his teacher the truth.

Which is the theme?

a. Spelling bees are hard.
b. Always try to win a prize.
(c. Winning by cheating does not feel good.)

A tall pine let a tiny hummingbird rest in its branches, but it laughed, “What

@ could something so small ever do for me?” That summer, beetles began to
chew the pine’s bark. The hummingbird brought her friends the woodpeckers,
who ate every beetle.

Which is the theme?

(a. Even a small friend can be a big help.)
b. Pine trees grow very tall.
c. Never ask anyone for help.

Bao was new and did not speak much English yet, so he sat alone at lunch.

@ Zara sat next to him, pointed to her sandwich, and said, “Sandwich.” Bao
smiled and said the word for rice in his language. Soon they were teaching
each other new words every day.

Which is the theme?

a. Lunch is the best part of the day.
(b. A small act of kindness can start a friendship.)
c. new students at school
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