
Name Date

Write the Theme
Read each story. Write its theme as a whole sentence.

Ask: What does the character learn? Then write the lesson so it could be 
true for anyone.

1

Owen bragged that he was the fastest runner in the class. In the big race, he 
turned around to laugh at the others, tripped, and came in last. Afterward, 
he quietly shook hands with the winner.

2

Sofía’s sandcastle kept falling down. Instead of quitting, she tried something 
new. She wet the sand first and packed it tight. Her next castle stood tall 
with four towers.

3

Malik was nervous about wearing his new glasses to school. He was sure 
everyone would laugh. Instead, his friend Jonah said, “Cool! You look like a 
scientist.” Malik smiled all day.

4
Two crows found one piece of bread. They pulled and tugged until the bread 
tore into crumbs and fell into the river. Neither crow got a single bite.
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Written answers are examples.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Write the Theme
Read each story. Write its theme as a whole sentence.

Ask: What does the character learn? Then write the lesson so it could be 
true for anyone.

1

Owen bragged that he was the fastest runner in the class. In the big race, he 
turned around to laugh at the others, tripped, and came in last. Afterward, 
he quietly shook hands with the winner.

Bragging can lead to trouble, so it is better to be humble.

2

Sofía’s sandcastle kept falling down. Instead of quitting, she tried something 
new. She wet the sand first and packed it tight. Her next castle stood tall 
with four towers.

When something does not work, try a new way.

3

Malik was nervous about wearing his new glasses to school. He was sure 
everyone would laugh. Instead, his friend Jonah said, “Cool! You look like a 
scientist.” Malik smiled all day.

Things we worry about are often not as bad as we think.

4
Two crows found one piece of bread. They pulled and tugged until the bread 
tore into crumbs and fell into the river. Neither crow got a single bite.

If you fight over something instead of sharing, you may both lose it.
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