
Name Date

Inherited or Changed by the Environment?
Read about each difference. Circle what caused it: the parents (inherited) or 
the environment.

1.
Two bean plants from the same 
parent plant. The one in a dark 
closet is pale and weak.

inherited environment

2.
A kitten has white paws like its 
mother.

inherited environment

3. A tiger cub is born with stripes. inherited environment

4.

Flamingos turn pale if their 
food lacks the pink coloring 
found in the algae and tiny 
shrimp they eat.

inherited environment

5.
A puppy that gets too little food 
grows up smaller than its 
brothers and sisters.

inherited environment

6.
A tree on a windy hill grows 
bent to one side.

inherited environment

7.
A sunflower plant has big 
yellow flowers like the plant its 
seed came from.

inherited environment

8.
A giraffe calf has a pattern of 
brown patches like its parents.

inherited environment
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Inherited or Changed by the Environment?
The cause of each difference.

1.
Two bean plants from the same 
parent plant. The one in a dark 
closet is pale and weak.

inherited environment

2.
A kitten has white paws like its 
mother.

inherited environment

3. A tiger cub is born with stripes. inherited environment

4.

Flamingos turn pale if their 
food lacks the pink coloring 
found in the algae and tiny 
shrimp they eat.

inherited environment

5.
A puppy that gets too little food 
grows up smaller than its 
brothers and sisters.

inherited environment

6.
A tree on a windy hill grows 
bent to one side.

inherited environment

7.
A sunflower plant has big 
yellow flowers like the plant its 
seed came from.

inherited environment

8.
A giraffe calf has a pattern of 
brown patches like its parents.

inherited environment
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