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Tug of War
Two teams pull on a rope. Each child pulls with the same force. What happens to 
the rope? Circle the answer.

Forces that are equal and opposite are balanced, so nothing moves. If one side pulls 
harder, the forces are unbalanced and the rope moves toward the stronger side.

1.
4 children pull left. 4 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

2.
5 children pull left. 3 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

3.
2 children pull left. 6 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

4.
3 children pull left. 3 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

5.
6 children pull left. 5 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

6.
One child leaves the left 
team in question 4. Now 2 
pull left and 3 pull right.

moves left moves right does not move
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Tug of War
What happens to the rope.

Forces that are equal and opposite are balanced, so nothing moves. If one side pulls 
harder, the forces are unbalanced and the rope moves toward the stronger side.

1.
4 children pull left. 4 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

2.
5 children pull left. 3 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

3.
2 children pull left. 6 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

4.
3 children pull left. 3 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

5.
6 children pull left. 5 
children pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

6.
One child leaves the left 
team in question 4. Now 2 
pull left and 3 pull right.

moves left moves right does not move

everyworksheet.com


