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Two-Step Word Problems: Use a 
Letter
Write one equation with a letter for the unknown number. Then solve it. Sheet A

1. Ava has 2 bags with 4 stickers in each. She also has 6 loose stickers. How 
many stickers does she have in all?

Show your thinking Equation with a letter for the unknown

b = stickers

2. Marcus has 7 shells and Sam has 5 shells. They put them together and share 
them equally among 3 friends. How many shells does each friend get?

Show your thinking Equation with a letter for the unknown

n = shells

3. There are 7 boys and 6 girls in a club. Each child gets 5 markers. How many 
markers are given out?

Show your thinking Equation with a letter for the unknown

k = markers
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Two-Step Word Problems: Use a 
Letter
One equation for each problem (others can be right too), the model and the 
answer. Sheet A

1. Ava has 2 bags with 4 stickers in each. She also has 6 loose stickers. How 
many stickers does she have in all?

Show your thinking

2 groups
4 4

8

8 6

14

Equation with a letter for the unknown

2 × 4 + 6 = b

b = stickers

2. Marcus has 7 shells and Sam has 5 shells. They put them together and share 
them equally among 3 friends. How many shells does each friend get?

Show your thinking

7 5

12

3 groups
4 4 4

12

Equation with a letter for the unknown

( 7 + 5 ) ÷ 3 = n

n = shells

3. There are 7 boys and 6 girls in a club. Each child gets 5 markers. How many 
markers are given out?

Show your thinking

7 6

13

13 groups

65

Equation with a letter for the unknown

( 7 + 6 ) × 5 = k

k = markers

everyworksheet.com


