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What Is a Fossil?
A fossil is the remains or a trace of a plant or animal that lived long ago, kept in 
rock.

Bones and teeth
Hard parts of animals, like dinosaur 

bones and shark teeth, slowly turn to 
stone.

Shells
Shells of sea animals are some of the 

most common fossils on Earth.

Trace fossils
Footprints, burrows and nests show 

where an animal went and how it lived.

Imprints
A leaf or feather pressed into mud can 

leave its shape in the rock.
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