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Weather and Climate
Weather and climate both describe the air outside. The difference is time.

Weather
Weather is what the air outside is like 
at one place and time: hot or cold, wet 

or dry, windy or calm. Weather can 
change from hour to hour and day to 

day.
“It is rainy and 58°F today.”

Climate
Climate is the usual pattern of 

weather in a place over many years 
(scientists often use 30 years). It tells 

you what weather to expect in each 
season.

“Summers here are usually hot and dry.”

Ways to describe both
temperature (how hot or cold), 

precipitation (rain, snow, sleet or 
hail), wind, and clouds

One cold day is not a climate
A snowy day can happen in a warm 

climate, and a hot day can happen in a 
cold one. Climate is what is usual, not 

what happens once.
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