
Name Date

Weather-Related Hazards
A natural hazard is a natural event that can harm people or damage property. 
Many hazards are caused by weather.

flood
Water covers land that is 
usually dry, often after 
heavy rain or melting 

snow.

hurricane
A huge storm that forms 
over warm ocean water, 

with very strong winds and 
heavy rain.

tornado
A spinning column of air 

that reaches from a 
thunderstorm cloud down 

to the ground.

blizzard
A long snowstorm with 

strong winds that blow the 
snow so it is hard to see.

thunderstorm
A storm with lightning and 

thunder. Lightning can 
start fires and hurt people.

drought
A long time with much less 

rain than usual, so soil, 
rivers and crops dry out.

Other natural hazards
Earthquakes, volcanoes and landslides are natural hazards too. Earthquakes and 
volcanoes are not caused by weather, but heavy rain can set off a landslide.
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