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Shells on a Mountain
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Shells on a Mountain
High on some mountains, hikers find something surprising: 
fossils of sea shells. How did shells get to the top of a 
mountain?

Scientists say the shells are clues. Millions of years ago, 
the rock in these mountains was mud at the bottom of a 
sea. Sea animals died, and their shells were buried in the 
mud. Slowly the mud hardened into rock.

Over millions of years, forces deep inside Earth pushed the 
rock up, higher and higher, until it became mountains.

Fossils help scientists learn which living things lived long 
ago and what their environment was like.

1.
What were the mountain rocks long 
ago?

mud under a sea sand in a desert

2.
What pushed the rock up 
into mountains?

ocean waves forces inside Earth people

3. Why are fossils called clues? Use the passage.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Shells on a Mountain
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Shells on a Mountain
High on some mountains, hikers find something surprising: 
fossils of sea shells. How did shells get to the top of a 
mountain?

Scientists say the shells are clues. Millions of years ago, 
the rock in these mountains was mud at the bottom of a 
sea. Sea animals died, and their shells were buried in the 
mud. Slowly the mud hardened into rock.

Over millions of years, forces deep inside Earth pushed the 
rock up, higher and higher, until it became mountains.

Fossils help scientists learn which living things lived long 
ago and what their environment was like.

1.
What were the mountain rocks long 
ago?

mud under a sea sand in a desert

2.
What pushed the rock up 
into mountains?

ocean waves forces inside Earth people

3. Why are fossils called clues? Use the passage.

They show what lived long ago and what the place was like, such as a 
sea where there are now mountains.
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