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Adding and Subtracting Fractions
When the denominators are the same, the parts are the same size.

Add: join the parts

2
8

+
3
8

=
5
8

Subtract: take parts away

5
6

−
2
6

=
3
6

Do not add the denominators
1
4

 + 1
4

 is 2 fourths, 2
4

. It is not 2
8

: two 

pieces together do not make smaller 
pieces.

Break a fraction apart
3
8

=
1
8

+
1
8

+
1
8

3
8

=
1
8

+
2
8

Mixed numbers

2
1
4

+ 1
3
4

= 3
4
4

= 4

Add the wholes. Add the fractions. 4
4

 is 1 whole, so regroup.

3
1
6

− 1
5
6

= 2
7
6

− 1
5
6

= 1
2
6

1
6

 is less than 5
6

, so trade 1 whole for 6
6

 first.
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