Name Date

At the Water’s Edge

Read the poem out loud. Listen for alliteration.

Level 2 - 124 words

1 Silver seagulls swoop and sail
above the sandy shore.
The waves wash in, the waves wash out,
and wash right back for more.

2 Bright buckets bounce along the beach
with shovels, sand, and shells.
A crab creeps out from a crack in a rock
and clicks its claws like bells.

3 Little Leo licks a lemon ice
that’s melting down his hand.
He laughs and lets it drip, drip, drip
in dots across the sand.

4 Puffy pink clouds paint the sky
as the sunny day goes slow.
Then Dad packs up our picnic things.
It’s time for us to go.

5  We wave goodbye to the windy waves,
the gulls, the crabs, the foam.
With sandy toes and sleepy smiles,
we ride the long way home.
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Name Date

At the Water’s Edge: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ Which sound is repeated at the start of words in the first line?

the s sound the w sound the b sound

@ Write three words from stanza 2 that begin with the b sound.

@ In stanza 2, which words begin with the same sound as crab?
a. shovels, sand, and shells

b. bright, buckets, and bounce
c. creeps, crack, and clicks

@ Do city and crab begin with the same sound? yes no

@ Which line from the poem uses alliteration with the p sound?
a. as the sunny day goes slow

b. Puffy pink clouds paint the sky
c. It’stime for usto go

@ Which lines rhyme in each stanza?

a. lines2 and 4 b. lines 1 and 2 c. none of the lines

Why do you think the poet used so much alliteration? How does it sound when you
read it aloud?
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Answer key

At the Water’s Edge: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.
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Which sound is repeated at the start of words in the first line?

(the S sound) the w sound the b sound

Write three words from stanza 2 that begin with the b sound.

Bright, buckets, bounce, beach (or bells)

For the teacher or parent

In stanza 2, which words begin with the same sound as crab?

a. shovels, sand, and shells
b. bright, buckets, and bounce
(c. creeps, crack, and clicks)

Do city and crab begin with the same sound? yes

Which line from the poem uses alliteration with the p sound?

a. as the sunny day goes slow
(b. Puffy pink clouds paint the sky)
c. It’stime for usto go

Which lines rhyme in each stanza?

(a. lines2and4) b. lines 1 and 2 c. none of the lines

Why do you think the poet used so much alliteration? How does it sound when you

read it aloud?

It makes the poem fun to say and gives it a bouncy rhythm, like waves. The

repeated sounds make the lines easy to remember.
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