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Super Senses

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Animals with Super Senses
Every animal gets information through its senses. The brain
uses that information to decide what to do.

A bat hunts in the dark. It makes high squeaks and listens for
the echoes that bounce back from insects. The echoes tell its
brain where the insect is.

A barn owl's ears are at slightly different heights on its head. A 05,9
sound is a little different in each ear, so the owl can tell 4L ﬁ\
exactly where a mouse is, even in total darkness.

Some snakes, called pit vipers, have pits on their face that
sense heat. They can find a warm mouse even at night. Sharks
can sense the tiny electric signals made by a fish's muscles.

A dog's nose is far better than ours. It can follow a smell trail
that is hours old.

How does a bat find insects in : :
1. the dark? by smell ) ( by listening for echoes ) ( by heat

2 Which animal can sense heat with pits on

its face? a pit viper ) ( a barn owl ) ( a dog

3. Why can a barn owl tell where a sound comes from?

its eyes glow its ears are at different heights it has a long beak

L. Pick one animal. Tell what sense it uses, what information it gets, and how it
responds.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Super Senses

Answers with evidence from the passage.

Animals with Super Senses
Every animal gets information through its senses. The brain
uses that information to decide what to do.

A bat hunts in the dark. It makes high squeaks and listens for
the echoes that bounce back from insects. The echoes tell its
brain where the insect is.

A barn owl's ears are at slightly different heights on its head. A ﬂkw

sound is a little different in each ear, so the owl can tell
exactly where a mouse is, even in total darkness.

Some snakes, called pit vipers, have pits on their face that
sense heat. They can find a warm mouse even at night. Sharks
can sense the tiny electric signals made by a fish's muscles.

A dog's nose is far better than ours. It can follow a smell trail
that is hours old.

How does a bat find insects in , ,
1. the dark? by smell (by listening for echoes) by heat

Which animal can sense heat with pits on

e face? (a pit V|per*) a barn owl ) ( a dog

3. Why can a barn owl tell where a sound comes from?

its eyes glow (its ears are at different heights) it has a long beak

L. Pick one animal. Tell what sense it uses, what information it gets, and how it
responds.

A bat hears echoes. They tell its brain where an insect is. The bat flies to
the insect and catches it.
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