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Circuit Symbols
Scientists and engineers draw circuits with simple symbols. Most circuit diagrams use 
these same symbols.

+

cell
One battery cell. The long 

line is the + side.

+

battery
Two or more cells joined 

together.

bulb (lamp)
A light bulb in the circuit.

open switch
The path is broken. No 

current flows.

closed switch
The path is complete. 

Current flows.

M

motor
Changes electrical energy 

into motion.

Wires
A wire is drawn as a straight line. Lines join the symbols to make one closed 
loop.
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