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Test It: Conductor or Insulator?
Build a circuit with a gap in it. Touch the two loose wire ends to each object.

WHAT TO DO

1. Join a battery, a bulb and three wires so the circuit has a gap between two 
loose ends.

2. Predict: circle conductor or insulator for each object.
3. Touch both loose ends to the object. Circle what the bulb did.

Object My prediction The bulb …

paper clip conductor insulator lights no light

crayon conductor insulator lights no light

plastic cup conductor insulator lights no light

coin conductor insulator lights no light

key conductor insulator lights no light

wooden blocks conductor insulator lights no light

What do the objects that lit the bulb have in common?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Test It: Conductor or Insulator?
Expected results: metal objects light the bulb.

WHAT TO DO

1. Join a battery, a bulb and three wires so the circuit has a gap between two 
loose ends.

2. Predict: circle conductor or insulator for each object.
3. Touch both loose ends to the object. Circle what the bulb did.

Object My prediction The bulb …

paper clip conductor insulator lights no light

crayon conductor insulator lights no light

plastic cup conductor insulator lights no light

coin conductor insulator lights no light

key conductor insulator lights no light

wooden blocks conductor insulator lights no light

What do the objects that lit the bulb have in common?

They are all made of metal.
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