Name Date

Columbus and the Taino

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

1492: Two Worlds Meet

Christopher Columbus was a sailor from Genoa, in what is now Italy. He
believed he could reach Asia by sailing west. The king and queen of Spain paid
for his trip. In 1492 he sailed with three ships, the Nifia, the Pinta and the
Santa Maria.

In October, Columbus landed on an island in the Bahamas. It was not Asia,
and it was not empty. The Taino people lived there and on nearby islands.
They had towns, farms and leaders.

Columbus claimed the islands for Spain. On later trips, he and the Spanish
forced many Taino people to work and took their land. Diseases from Europe,
like smallpox, spread quickly. Within about 50 years, most of the Taino had
died.

Columbus's voyages linked Europe and the Americas. Plants, animals and
people began crossing the ocean. For Europeans it opened a new world to
them. For Native peoples it brought great loss. Taino descendants still live in
Puerto Rico, Cuba and other places today.

1. Where was Columbus trying to go? Africa ) ( Asia ) ( the North Pole

2. Who lived on the islands Columbus no one ) ( the Taino ) ( the Lakota

reached?

What killed many

Tafno people? disease and forced work a volcano cold winters

L. How did Columbus's voyages affect Europeans and the Taino differently?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Columbus and the Taino

Answers with evidence from the passage.

1.

1492: Two Worlds Meet

Christopher Columbus was a sailor from Genoa, in what is now Italy. He
believed he could reach Asia by sailing west. The king and queen of Spain paid
for his trip. In 1492 he sailed with three ships, the Nifia, the Pinta and the
Santa Maria.

In October, Columbus landed on an island in the Bahamas. It was not Asia,
and it was not empty. The Taino people lived there and on nearby islands.
They had towns, farms and leaders.

Columbus claimed the islands for Spain. On later trips, he and the Spanish
forced many Taino people to work and took their land. Diseases from Europe,
like smallpox, spread quickly. Within about 50 years, most of the Taino had
died.

Columbus's voyages linked Europe and the Americas. Plants, animals and
people began crossing the ocean. For Europeans it opened a new world to
them. For Native peoples it brought great loss. Taino descendants still live in
Puerto Rico, Cuba and other places today.

Where was Columbus trying to go? Africa the North Pole

Who lived on the islands Columbus o one the Lakota

reached?

What killed many

Tafno people? ((disease and forced work ) ( a volcano ) ( cold winters

L. How did Columbus's voyages affect Europeans and the Taino differently?

Europeans gained land and new goods. The Taino lost their land and
freedom, and many died from disease and forced work.
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