
Name Date

Where Do Volcanoes and Earthquakes Happen?
Scientists used maps to record volcanoes and earthquakes in six places. Look for a 
pattern.

place near the edge of a 
plate? active volcanoes earthquakes

Japan yes many many

Kansas no none few, small

Iceland yes many many

Alaska yes many many

Brazil no none few, small

Hawaii no some many

1. Places near the edge of a plate have …

few volcanoes and earthquakes many volcanoes and earthquakes

no earthquakes

2. Which place does NOT fit the pattern?

3. Hawaii sits over a hot spot, where melted rock rises in the middle of a plate. Is 
Hawaii near a plate edge?

yes no

4. A town is far from any plate edge. Which is most likely?

few, small earthquakes a new volcano every year many big earthquakes

5. Write the pattern in your own words.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Where Do Volcanoes and Earthquakes Happen?
Answers from the data.

place near the edge of a 
plate? active volcanoes earthquakes

Japan yes many many

Kansas no none few, small

Iceland yes many many

Alaska yes many many

Brazil no none few, small

Hawaii no some many

1. Places near the edge of a plate have …

few volcanoes and earthquakes many volcanoes and earthquakes

no earthquakes

2. Which place does NOT fit the pattern? Hawaii

3. Hawaii sits over a hot spot, where melted rock rises in the middle of a plate. Is 
Hawaii near a plate edge?

yes no

4. A town is far from any plate edge. Which is most likely?

few, small earthquakes a new volcano every year many big earthquakes

5. Write the pattern in your own words.

Most volcanoes and earthquakes happen near the edges of plates, where 
plates move apart, together or past each other.
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