Name Date

Comparing Energy Resources

Power plants use different natural resources to make electricity. Each one has good
points and problems.

air
resource |renewable? pollution a problem
when used
coal o a lot Mining changes the land. Burning it makes
smoke.
natural gas no some Cleaner than coal, but it will run out.
wind yes none Turbines only work when the wind blows.
sunlight yes none Panels make no electricity at night.
moving yes none Dams can block fish and flood valleys.
water
1. How many resources in the chart are renewable? |

2. Which resource makes the most air pollution?

(wind) (coal) (sunlight)

3. Why can't solar panels make electricity all the time?

(they need sunlight) (they run out of fuel) (they need wind)

L. Which is a problem with dams?

(they make smoke) (they run out) (they can block ﬁsh)

5. Which resource would you choose for your town? Give one reason from the chart.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Comparing Energy Resources

Answers from the chart.

air
resource |renewable? pollution a problem
when used
coal no a lot Mining changes the land. Burning it makes
smoke.
natural gas no some Cleaner than coal, but it will run out.
wind yes none Turbines only work when the wind blows.
sunlight yes none Panels make no electricity at night.
moving yes none Dams can block fish and flood valleys.
water
1. How many resources in the chart are renewable? l 3

2. Which resource makes the most air pollution?

wind sunlight

3. Why can't solar panels make electricity all the time?

(they need sunlight ) (they run out of fuel ) ( they need wind

L. Which is a problem with dams?

they make smoke ) (they run out ) (they can block fish)

5. Which resource would you choose for your town? Give one reason from the chart.

Wind, because it is renewable and makes no air pollution. (Other answers
can be correct if they use the chart.)
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