
Name Date

Explorers of North America
Europeans began exploring the Americas hundreds of years ago. Native nations had 
already lived here for thousands of years.

explorer explored for year explored

Leif Erikson
the Norse 
(Vikings)

about 
1000

Newfoundland, in what is now 
Canada

Christopher Columbus Spain 1492
islands of the Bahamas and the 

Caribbean

Juan Ponce de León Spain 1513 Florida

Jacques Cartier France 1534 the St. Lawrence River in Canada

Hernando de Soto Spain 1539
the Southeast and the Mississippi 

River

Francisco Vázquez de 
Coronado

Spain 1540 the Southwest and the Plains

Samuel de Champlain France 1608 Quebec, in what is now Canada

Henry Hudson the Netherlands 1609 the Hudson River in New York

Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark

the United 
States

1804
the Missouri River to the Pacific 

Ocean

1. Which explorer on the chart came first?

2. How many explorers on the chart explored for Spain?

3.
How many years after Columbus did Lewis and Clark 
set out?

4. Which two explorers explored for France?

Hudson and Columbus Cartier and Champlain Coronado and de Soto
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Explorers of North America
Answers from the chart.

explorer explored for year explored

Leif Erikson
the Norse 
(Vikings)

about 
1000

Newfoundland, in what is now 
Canada

Christopher Columbus Spain 1492
islands of the Bahamas and the 

Caribbean

Juan Ponce de León Spain 1513 Florida

Jacques Cartier France 1534 the St. Lawrence River in Canada

Hernando de Soto Spain 1539
the Southeast and the Mississippi 

River

Francisco Vázquez de 
Coronado

Spain 1540 the Southwest and the Plains

Samuel de Champlain France 1608 Quebec, in what is now Canada

Henry Hudson the Netherlands 1609 the Hudson River in New York

Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark

the United 
States

1804
the Missouri River to the Pacific 

Ocean

1. Which explorer on the chart came first? Leif Erikson

2. How many explorers on the chart explored for Spain? 4

3.
How many years after Columbus did Lewis and Clark 
set out?

312

4. Which two explorers explored for France?

Hudson and Columbus Cartier and Champlain Coronado and de Soto
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