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Pip and the Lighthouse
Read the book review. Look for facts and opinions. Level 2 · 366 words

1 Last week, I finished reading Pip and the Lighthouse by Ada Fenwick. My teacher, Mr. 
Ortiz, told me about it. It is a chapter book with 12 chapters and 148 pages. I think it is 
the best adventure book in our school library.

2 The story is about a mouse named Pip who lives in an old lighthouse on a rocky island. 
One stormy night, the lighthouse lamp goes dark. A fishing boat is heading straight 
toward the rocks, and only Pip can fix the lamp in time. Pip must climb all 97 steps of the 
spiral staircase while the wind howls outside.

3 Pip is not the only character. A grumpy seagull named Captain Gus lives on the 
lighthouse roof, and he helps Pip in the end. Gus is the funniest character in the book. 
His jokes made me laugh out loud during silent reading time.

4 My favorite part is when Pip ties a piece of string to the switch and pulls it with all his 
might. That chapter is so exciting that I read it three times! The author also does a 
wonderful job of describing the storm. You can almost hear the thunder crashing over 
the waves.

5 The book also teaches real facts about lighthouses. Lighthouses use bright lights to 
warn ships about rocks and shallow water. Many lighthouses are painted with stripes or 
bright colors, so sailors can spot them in the daytime, too. Long ago, lighthouse keepers 
lived in or next to lighthouses and kept the lamps burning all night. Today, most 
lighthouses run on their own with automatic lights.

6 The pictures are drawn in pencil, and there is one on almost every page. Some readers 
might think the pictures look plain, but I think they are beautiful. The gray pencil lines 
make the stormy sea look cold and wild.

7 One thing I did not like was the ending. It felt too rushed, and I wanted to know more 
about the fishermen on the boat. Still, I give this book four out of five stars. If you like 
brave animals and stormy adventures, you should borrow Pip and the Lighthouse from 
the library. It is on the shelf with the other adventure books.

Reviewed by Maya, Grade 4
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Pip and the Lighthouse: Questions
Answer the questions. Look back at the review.

1 Which sentence from the review is a fact?

a. I think it is the best adventure book in our school library.

b. The author also does a wonderful job of describing the storm.

c. It is a chapter book with 12 chapters and 148 pages.

2 Reread paragraph 5. Why does Maya include facts about lighthouses?

a. to show that the book teaches true information

b. to prove that Pip is a real mouse who lived

c. to explain why she thought the ending felt rushed

3 “Pip must climb all 97 steps of the spiral staircase” is a fact you 
could check by reading the book.

true false

4 “It felt too rushed” is a fact about the ending. true false

5 Maya writes, “Some readers might think the pictures look plain, but I think they are 
beautiful.” What does this sentence show?

a. Every picture in the book is in color.

b. People can disagree about an opinion.

c. Facts can change from reader to reader.

6 Write one fact and one opinion from paragraph 7.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Pip and the Lighthouse: Questions
Answer the questions. Look back at the review.

1 Which sentence from the review is a fact?

a. I think it is the best adventure book in our school library.

b. The author also does a wonderful job of describing the storm.

c. It is a chapter book with 12 chapters and 148 pages.

2 Reread paragraph 5. Why does Maya include facts about lighthouses?

a. to show that the book teaches true information

b. to prove that Pip is a real mouse who lived

c. to explain why she thought the ending felt rushed

3 “Pip must climb all 97 steps of the spiral staircase” is a fact you 
could check by reading the book.

true false

4 “It felt too rushed” is a fact about the ending. true false

5 Maya writes, “Some readers might think the pictures look plain, but I think they are 
beautiful.” What does this sentence show?

a. Every picture in the book is in color.

b. People can disagree about an opinion.

c. Facts can change from reader to reader.

6 Write one fact and one opinion from paragraph 7.

Fact: The book is on the shelf with the other adventure books. Opinion: The

ending felt too rushed.
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