
Name Date

Types of Figurative Language
A chart to read together and keep.

Figurative language uses words in a creative way, so they mean 
more than (or something different from) what they say. Literal 
language means exactly what it says.

Simile
compares using like or as

• as quiet as a library (very quiet)
• darted like a hummingbird (very 

quick)

Metaphor
says one thing is another

• The sidewalk was a frying pan. 
(very hot)

• My room is a zoo. (wild and messy)

Personification
gives things human traits

• The old door groaned. (It 
creaked.)

• The sun smiled on us. (warm and 
bright)

Hyperbole
a huge exaggeration

• My bag weighs a ton! (very heavy)
• I waited a hundred years. (a long 

time)

Idiom
a saying with its own meaning

• a piece of cake (very easy)
• under the weather (a little sick)

Onomatopoeia
a word that sounds like its sound

• The bacon sizzled and popped.
• Thud! The book hit the floor.

Alliteration
same first sound, close together

• Seven silly seals sang.
• cute kittens (same k sound)

Literal or Figurative?
Do the words mean just what they say?

• Literal: Mom planted seeds.
• Figurative: He planted an idea in 

my head.
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