
Name Date

Literal or Figurative?
Read the bold words. Circle literal or figurative.

Literal words mean exactly what they say. Figurative words mean something 
more or different.

Literal: Dad planted seeds in the garden.     Figurative: Ms. Ruiz planted an idea in my 
head.

1 Grandpa spread jelly on my toast. literal figurative

2 Lena whispered a secret to her best friend. literal figurative

3 Tia hit the books all weekend before the test. literal figurative

4 Uncle Raj winked at me across the table. literal figurative

5 The puppy was a little tornado in the kitchen. literal figurative

6 My big sister has a heart of gold. literal figurative

7 The treasure chest in the play was full of gold coins. literal figurative

8 The wind whispered secrets through the pine trees. literal figurative

9 Ben dropped his books on the bus floor. literal figurative

10 A strong storm knocked down two trees on our street. literal figurative

11 After the long hike, Omar’s legs were jelly. literal figurative

12 The stars winked at us from the dark sky. literal figurative
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Literal or Figurative?
Read the bold words. Circle literal or figurative.

Literal words mean exactly what they say. Figurative words mean something 
more or different.

Literal: Dad planted seeds in the garden.     Figurative: Ms. Ruiz planted an idea in my 
head.

1 Grandpa spread jelly on my toast. literal figurative

2 Lena whispered a secret to her best friend. literal figurative

3 Tia hit the books all weekend before the test. literal figurative

4 Uncle Raj winked at me across the table. literal figurative

5 The puppy was a little tornado in the kitchen. literal figurative

6 My big sister has a heart of gold. literal figurative

7 The treasure chest in the play was full of gold coins. literal figurative

8 The wind whispered secrets through the pine trees. literal figurative

9 Ben dropped his books on the bus floor. literal figurative

10 A strong storm knocked down two trees on our street. literal figurative

11 After the long hike, Omar’s legs were jelly. literal figurative

12 The stars winked at us from the dark sky. literal figurative
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