
Name Date

The Storm Comes to Town
Read the poem. Look for figurative language. Level 2 · 142 words

1 At two o’clock the sky turned gray,
as dark as Grandma’s tea.
The wind came running down the street
and shook our maple tree.

2 Then crack! The thunder split the air.
Boom! Rumble! Bang!
The windows rattled in their frames.
The porch chimes went clang, clang.

3 The rain came down in heavy sheets
that drummed the sidewalk flat.
It rained a billion buckets full
and soaked the neighbor’s cat.

4 My brother is a nervous mouse
who hides beneath his bed.
I tell him storms are loud, that’s all,
and pat his worried head.

5 We wrap up in a cozy quilt
and count from flash to sound.
The gaps grow long, the booms grow soft.
The storm is homeward bound.

6 By supper time, the puddles shine
like mirrors on the lawn.
I step outside and sniff the air.
The grumpy storm is gone.
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Name Date

The Storm Comes to Town: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 In stanza 1, the sky is “as dark as Grandma’s tea.” What kind of figurative language 
is this?

metaphor hyperbole simile

2 “The wind came running down the street” (stanza 1) is personification. What does it 
mean?

a. The wind blew hard and fast down the street.

b. A person ran down the street in the wind.

c. The wind stopped blowing for a while.

3 Write two words from stanza 2 that are onomatopoeia.

4 “It rained a billion buckets full” (stanza 3) is a hyperbole. What does it really 
mean?

a. Someone poured out buckets of water.

b. It rained very hard.

c. It rained for a billion days.

5 In stanza 4, the speaker says, “My brother is a nervous mouse.” What kind of 
figurative language is this?

metaphor simile onomatopoeia

6 The poet calls the storm “grumpy” in stanza 6. Why do you think the poet chose 
that word?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Storm Comes to Town: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 In stanza 1, the sky is “as dark as Grandma’s tea.” What kind of figurative language 
is this?

metaphor hyperbole simile

2 “The wind came running down the street” (stanza 1) is personification. What does it 
mean?

a. The wind blew hard and fast down the street.

b. A person ran down the street in the wind.

c. The wind stopped blowing for a while.

3 Write two words from stanza 2 that are onomatopoeia.

crack, boom, rumble, bang, or clang (any two)

4 “It rained a billion buckets full” (stanza 3) is a hyperbole. What does it really 
mean?

a. Someone poured out buckets of water.

b. It rained very hard.

c. It rained for a billion days.

5 In stanza 4, the speaker says, “My brother is a nervous mouse.” What kind of 
figurative language is this?

metaphor simile onomatopoeia

6 The poet calls the storm “grumpy” in stanza 6. Why do you think the poet chose 
that word?

The storm was loud and rumbling, like a grumpy person who grumbles and

complains. Now it is gone.
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