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A Model Opinion Essay
Read this five-paragraph opinion essay. Look for each part. Level 2 · 422 words

1 What if there were a place in your town where you could borrow a stack of books, use a 
computer, and join a club, all for free? That place already exists. It is the public library. 
Some people think libraries are not needed anymore because so much is online. I 
disagree. Every town needs a library because it gives everyone free books, offers 
programs for all ages, and is a quiet place to learn and work.

2 First, a library gives everyone free books. With a library card, a reader can take home 
books, audiobooks, and magazines and bring them back when they are done. A family 
does not have to spend money to find a new favorite series. If a book is checked out, a 
librarian can put it on hold so the reader is next in line. Because of this, kids who love to 
read never run out of stories. Kids who are just starting to enjoy reading can try many 
kinds of books until they find the right one.

3 In addition, libraries offer programs for people of all ages. Many libraries have story 
times for little children, summer reading challenges for kids, and clubs for teenagers. 
Adults can take computer classes or join a book group. At my town’s library, a chess club 
meets every Tuesday, and anyone can join. Kids who finish a summer reading challenge 
often earn small prizes for the books they read. Some libraries even lend out board 
games, cake pans, and garden tools. Programs like these bring together neighbors who 
might never meet otherwise.

4 Finally, a library is a quiet place to learn and work. Not every home has a calm spot for 
homework. At the library, students can spread out their papers on a big table, use a 
computer, and ask a librarian for help. Librarians are trained to help people find 
information and decide whether a source can be trusted. Libraries also offer free 
internet, which helps people who do not have it at home. For many people, the library is 
the best place in town to focus.

5 In conclusion, a town without a library would be missing something important. Libraries 
share books with everyone, bring people together, and give people a peaceful place to 
study. Some people say the internet can take the place of a library, but a website cannot 
hand you a book, run a chess club, or help you with a smile. The next time you walk past 
your library, step inside. You might find your new favorite place.
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A Model Opinion Essay: Questions
Answer the questions about the parts of the essay.

1 What kind of hook does the writer use in paragraph 1?

a. a surprising fact b. a question c. a short scene

2 Copy the thesis statement from paragraph 1.

3 Which transition word begins paragraph 4?

4 Which detail supports the reason in paragraph 4?

a. A librarian can put a book on hold.

b. Students can spread out their papers on a big table.

c. A chess club meets every Tuesday.

5 The conclusion gives a new, fourth reason. true false

6 Copy the sentence in paragraph 5 that restates the thesis in new words.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

A Model Opinion Essay: Questions
Answer the questions about the parts of the essay.

1 What kind of hook does the writer use in paragraph 1?

a. a surprising fact b. a question c. a short scene

2 Copy the thesis statement from paragraph 1.

Every town needs a library because it gives everyone free books, offers

programs for all ages, and is a quiet place to learn and work.

3 Which transition word begins paragraph 4?

Finally

4 Which detail supports the reason in paragraph 4?

a. A librarian can put a book on hold.

b. Students can spread out their papers on a big table.

c. A chess club meets every Tuesday.

5 The conclusion gives a new, fourth reason. true false

6 Copy the sentence in paragraph 5 that restates the thesis in new words.

Libraries share books with everyone, bring people together, and give people a

peaceful place to study.
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