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Write a Thesis Statement
Choose the best thesis. Then write your own.

A thesis statement tells the main idea of the whole essay. It usually names the 
three points your body paragraphs will explain.

Riding a bike is a great way to get around because it is healthy, it saves money, and it is 
fun.

1 Which is the best thesis for an essay about playing outside?

a. There are trees, grass, and lots of room to run outside.

b. Do you like to play outside, or do you like to stay inside?

c.
Kids should play outside every day because it makes them stronger, helps 
them make friends, and lets them explore nature.

2 Which is the best thesis for an essay about penguins?

a.
Penguins are amazing birds because they are built for swimming, live in large 
groups, and work together to raise their chicks.

b. This essay is going to tell you all about penguins.

c. I once saw a penguin swimming in a cold pool at the zoo.

Write a thesis statement for each topic.

3
Topic: a class pet. Points: teaches responsibility, calms the room, helps us learn 
science.

4 Topic: learning to swim. Points: keeps you safe, great exercise, lots of fun.
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Written answers are examples.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Write a Thesis Statement
Choose the best thesis. Then write your own.

A thesis statement tells the main idea of the whole essay. It usually names the 
three points your body paragraphs will explain.

Riding a bike is a great way to get around because it is healthy, it saves money, and it is 
fun.

1 Which is the best thesis for an essay about playing outside?

a. There are trees, grass, and lots of room to run outside.

b. Do you like to play outside, or do you like to stay inside?

c.
Kids should play outside every day because it makes them stronger, helps 
them make friends, and lets them explore nature.

2 Which is the best thesis for an essay about penguins?

a.
Penguins are amazing birds because they are built for swimming, live in large 
groups, and work together to raise their chicks.

b. This essay is going to tell you all about penguins.

c. I once saw a penguin swimming in a cold pool at the zoo.

Write a thesis statement for each topic.

3
Topic: a class pet. Points: teaches responsibility, calms the room, helps us learn 
science.

Every classroom should have a pet because it teaches responsibility, helps the

room feel calm, and lets us learn about science.

4 Topic: learning to swim. Points: keeps you safe, great exercise, lots of fun.

Every kid should learn to swim because it keeps you safe near water, it is great

exercise, and it is lots of fun.
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