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Transitions for Essays
Use these words to connect ideas and paragraphs.

Transitions are words and phrases that connect ideas. They help 
a reader follow your essay from one sentence, and one 
paragraph, to the next.

Add an idea

also · in addition · 
another reason · besides
Bikes are fun. In addition, they 
are good exercise.

Give an example

for example · for instance · 
such as
Some birds cannot fly. For 
example, an ostrich can only 
run.

Show a difference

however · on the other hand · 
but · instead
I love summer. However, my 
sister prefers winter.

Put ideas in order

first · second · next · then · 
finally
First, read the directions. Next, 
gather your supplies.

Show a result

as a result · because of this · 
so · therefore
It rained all week. As a result, 
the creek overflowed.

Wrap it up

in conclusion · to sum up · 
all in all
To sum up, recess helps kids 
learn and grow.
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