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Energy from Long Ago
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Fossil Fuels
About 300 million years ago, huge swamp forests covered 
parts of the Earth. When the plants died, they were buried 
under mud and sand. Over millions of years, heat and 
pressure slowly turned them into coal. Oil and natural gas 
formed in a similar way from tiny living things in ancient 
seas.

Because they come from the remains of living things, coal, 
oil and natural gas are called fossil fuels. They hold stored 
energy that first came from the sun.

Fossil fuels power many cars, homes and factories. But 
they take so long to form that once we use them up, they 
are gone. Burning them also puts smoke and gases into the 
air, and mining and drilling can harm the land and water. 
That is why many people are turning to wind and solar 
energy too.

1. Coal formed from …

ancient swamp plants volcano ash melted ice

2. Why are fossil fuels nonrenewable?

they are too heavy they take millions of years to form

they are hard to find

3. Where did the energy in fossil fuels first come from?

the moon the wind the sun

4. Name two ways using fossil fuels can affect the environment.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Energy from Long Ago
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Fossil Fuels
About 300 million years ago, huge swamp forests covered 
parts of the Earth. When the plants died, they were buried 
under mud and sand. Over millions of years, heat and 
pressure slowly turned them into coal. Oil and natural gas 
formed in a similar way from tiny living things in ancient 
seas.

Because they come from the remains of living things, coal, 
oil and natural gas are called fossil fuels. They hold stored 
energy that first came from the sun.

Fossil fuels power many cars, homes and factories. But 
they take so long to form that once we use them up, they 
are gone. Burning them also puts smoke and gases into the 
air, and mining and drilling can harm the land and water. 
That is why many people are turning to wind and solar 
energy too.

1. Coal formed from …

ancient swamp plants volcano ash melted ice

2. Why are fossil fuels nonrenewable?

they are too heavy they take millions of years to form

they are hard to find

3. Where did the energy in fossil fuels first come from?

the moon the wind the sun

4. Name two ways using fossil fuels can affect the environment.

Burning them puts smoke and gases into the air. Mining and drilling can 
harm the land and water.
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