
Name Date

Fragments and Run-Ons
A chart to read together and keep.

A complete sentence has a subject (who or what) and a 
predicate (what the subject does or is). It tells a complete 
thought.

Complete Sentence
subject + predicate + a complete thought

The puppy chased the ball.
• The puppy = subject
• chased the ball = predicate

Fragment
only a piece of a sentence

• Chased the ball. (Who did?)
• The puppy in the yard. (Did 

what?)
• Because it was raining. (Then 

what?)

Run-On
two sentences run together

The puppy was tired it took a nap.
Comma splice: a comma alone 
cannot join two sentences.
The puppy was tired, it took a nap.

Fix a Run-On
two ways

• Use a period and a capital letter: 
The puppy was tired. It took a 
nap.

• Use a comma and a conjunction: 
The puppy was tired, so it took a 
nap.

Try it

Turn this fragment into a sentence: After school on Friday.
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