Name Date

The Great Law of Peace

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy
Long before Europeans arrived, five nations in what is now New York State were
often at war: the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca.

According to Haudenosaunee tradition, a leader called the Peacemaker brought
them a plan. The nations agreed to the Great Law of Peace and joined together
as the Haudenosaunee, which means “people of the longhouse.” Each nation
kept its own council, and leaders from every nation met in a Grand Council to
decide matters together.

In 1722 the Tuscarora joined, and the group became the Six Nations. Women
called clan mothers choose the leaders and can remove them, as they still do
today.

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy still exists today. The Grand Council still
meets at Onondaga, near Syracuse, New York.

1. How many nations first joined the Confederacy? three ) ( five ) ( six
2. Which nation joined in 17227 Tuscarora ) ( Cherokee ) ( Lakota
3. Who chooses the leaders? the oldest men ) ( a king ) ( clan mothers

L. How did the Great Law of Peace help the nations? Use details from the passage.

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Great Law of Peace

Answers with evidence from the passage.

L.

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy
Long before Europeans arrived, five nations in what is now New York State were
often at war: the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca.

According to Haudenosaunee tradition, a leader called the Peacemaker brought
them a plan. The nations agreed to the Great Law of Peace and joined together
as the Haudenosaunee, which means “people of the longhouse.” Each nation
kept its own council, and leaders from every nation met in a Grand Council to
decide matters together.

In 1722 the Tuscarora joined, and the group became the Six Nations. Women
called clan mothers choose the leaders and can remove them, as they still do
today.

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy still exists today. The Grand Council still
meets at Onondaga, near Syracuse, New York.

How many nations first joined the Confederacy? three ) ( five ) ( six
Which nation joined in 17227 (Tuscarora ) ( Cherokee ) ( Lakota
Who chooses the leaders? the oldest men ) ((aking ) ((clan mothers )

How did the Great Law of Peace help the nations? Use details from the passage.

It ended the wars between them. They joined together, kept their own
councils and made decisions together in a Grand Council.
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