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How Electricity Gets to Your Home
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

From the Power Plant to Your Plug
When you plug in a lamp, the electricity may have traveled 
many miles. Most of it starts at a power plant.

Power plants turn other kinds of energy into electrical 
energy. Some burn coal or natural gas to boil water. The 
steam spins a machine called a turbine, which turns a 
generator. Others use the energy of wind, moving water or 
sunlight.

Tall towers hold power lines that carry the current across the 
country. Near your home, a transformer lowers the voltage 
so it is safe to use. Wires in the walls carry the current to 
each outlet.

Electricity in power lines and outlets is strong enough to hurt 
people. Stay far away from fallen power lines, and never poke 
anything into an outlet.

1. Where does most electricity start?

at a power plant in a light bulb in a battery

2. What does a turbine do?

stores water spins to turn a generator lowers the voltage

3. What makes the electricity safe to use near homes?

a turbine a tower a transformer

4. Name two resources power plants use to make electricity.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How Electricity Gets to Your Home
Answers with evidence from the passage.

From the Power Plant to Your Plug
When you plug in a lamp, the electricity may have traveled 
many miles. Most of it starts at a power plant.

Power plants turn other kinds of energy into electrical 
energy. Some burn coal or natural gas to boil water. The 
steam spins a machine called a turbine, which turns a 
generator. Others use the energy of wind, moving water or 
sunlight.

Tall towers hold power lines that carry the current across the 
country. Near your home, a transformer lowers the voltage 
so it is safe to use. Wires in the walls carry the current to 
each outlet.

Electricity in power lines and outlets is strong enough to hurt 
people. Stay far away from fallen power lines, and never poke 
anything into an outlet.

1. Where does most electricity start?

at a power plant in a light bulb in a battery

2. What does a turbine do?

stores water spins to turn a generator lowers the voltage

3. What makes the electricity safe to use near homes?

a turbine a tower a transformer

4. Name two resources power plants use to make electricity.

Any two: coal, natural gas, wind, moving water, sunlight.
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