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Hyperbole

A chart to read together and keep.
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A hyperbole (hy-PER-buh-lee) is a huge exaggeration. It says
something is much bigger, faster, or worse than it really is, to make a
point or make you laugh. Nobody is meant to believe it word for word.
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Everyday Hyperboles In Stories
* I'm so hungry I could eat a * Her laugh could be heard in the
horse. (I'm very hungry.) next town.
* This bag weighs a ton. (It’s very + The snow was so deep that the
heavy.) giraffes wore boots.
+ I've told you a million times. * He ran so fast that his shadow
(I've told you many times.) got left behind.
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Hyperbole or Simile? Why Writers Use It

+ A simile compares with like or
as: The lake was as still as * to show strong feelings
glass. * to make readers laugh
+ A hyperbole exaggerates: The * to make a point easy to remember
« Some similes exaggerate too: as than life
tall as a skyscraper.
- J J
Try it

Write a hyperbole about how tired you feel after a long day.
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