
Name Date

Hyperbole or Literal?
Read each sentence. Circle hyperbole or literal.

A hyperbole stretches the truth so far that it can’t be real. A literal sentence 
could really be true.

Hyperbole: My shoes are a mile long.     Literal: My shoes are too long.

1
My little brother has asked for a snack a thousand times 
today.

hyperbole literal

2 Our new puppy weighs about ten pounds. hyperbole literal

3 I laughed so hard that I almost floated away. hyperbole literal

4 The pizza was so big that it needed its own zip code. hyperbole literal

5 Grandpa snores softly when he naps. hyperbole literal

6 The line for the slide stretched all the way to the moon. hyperbole literal

7 This homework will take me a hundred years. hyperbole literal

8 I laughed when my cat chased its tail. hyperbole literal

9 We waited in line for twenty minutes. hyperbole literal

10 Grandpa’s snores could wake up the whole town. hyperbole literal

11 My little brother asked for a snack after school. hyperbole literal

12 This homework will take me about an hour. hyperbole literal
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Hyperbole or Literal?
Read each sentence. Circle hyperbole or literal.

A hyperbole stretches the truth so far that it can’t be real. A literal sentence 
could really be true.

Hyperbole: My shoes are a mile long.     Literal: My shoes are too long.

1
My little brother has asked for a snack a thousand times 
today.

hyperbole literal

2 Our new puppy weighs about ten pounds. hyperbole literal

3 I laughed so hard that I almost floated away. hyperbole literal

4 The pizza was so big that it needed its own zip code. hyperbole literal

5 Grandpa snores softly when he naps. hyperbole literal

6 The line for the slide stretched all the way to the moon. hyperbole literal

7 This homework will take me a hundred years. hyperbole literal

8 I laughed when my cat chased its tail. hyperbole literal

9 We waited in line for twenty minutes. hyperbole literal

10 Grandpa’s snores could wake up the whole town. hyperbole literal

11 My little brother asked for a snack after school. hyperbole literal

12 This homework will take me about an hour. hyperbole literal
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