Name Date

Hattie and the Dry Summer

Read the tall tale. Look for hyperbole. Level 2 - 423 words

1

Everyone in Prairie Bend agrees that Hattie Bloom was the strongest, fastest, and
kindest girl who ever lived. When she was a baby, she was so big that her parents
used a covered wagon for her cradle. By the time she was six, she could lift a cow
with one hand and pet it with the other.

But the year Hattie turned ten, a terrible dry spell came. The sun beat down so hot
that the chickens laid fried eggs. The creek dried up so completely that the fish had to
learn to walk. The corn was so thirsty that it hung its head and cried dust. Even the
scarecrows took off their hats to fan themselves.

The farmers met at the general store. “If it doesn’t rain soon,” said old Mr. Ortiz,
“we’ll lose every crop for a hundred miles.” Everybody looked at the sky. “Even my
rooster is too thirsty to crow,” said Mrs. Chen. There wasn’t a single cloud in the sky,
not even a wisp.

Hattie listened from the doorway. Then she pulled on her biggest boots, the ones so
heavy that they left footprints in solid rock. She packed a sandwich the size of a barn
door and started walking west.

She walked so fast that her shadow had to run to keep up. In three steps she crossed
the prairie, and in four more she reached the mountains, where the clouds liked to
sleep.

Sure enough, there they were: a whole flock of fat, gray rain clouds, snoring on the
mountaintops. Hattie pulled a rope as long as a river out of her pocket. She swung it
over her head once, twice, three times, and lassoed every cloud in one throw.

“Come along now,” she told them. “Prairie Bend needs you more than these rocks
do.”

The clouds grumbled, but they followed. Hattie pulled them all the way home. In the
middle of town, she gave the rope one mighty tug. The clouds bumped together, and
down came the rain. It rained so hard that the ducks carried umbrellas. It rained for
three days, and the creek filled right back up, fish and all.

The corn shot up so fast that the farmers needed ladders to pick it. The pumpkins
grew so big that a family of six moved into one for the winter. That fall, Prairie Bend
had the biggest harvest anyone had ever seen. And to this day, when summer gets too
dry, people in Prairie Bend look west and say, “Somebody go get Hattie.”
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Name Date

Hattie and the Dry Summer: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ “The sun beat down so hot that the chickens laid fried eggs” (paragraph 2). What
does this hyperbole really tell you?

a. The chickens were cooking breakfast.
b. The farmers ate fried eggs.
c. The weather was extremely hot.

@ “The fish had to learn to walk” (paragraph 2) means that ...
a. the creek had almost no water left.
b. the fish grew legs.
c. the fish swam away to the sea.
@ Why does Hattie walk west?
a. to find a new farm to live on

b. to bring rain clouds back to Prairie Bend
c. to buy new boots in the mountains

@ Find a hyperbole in paragraph 8. Write it, and tell what it really means.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Hattie and the Dry Summer: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

“The sun beat down so hot that the chickens laid fried eggs” (paragraph 2). What
does this hyperbole really tell you?

a. The chickens were cooking breakfast.
b. The farmers ate fried eggs.
(c. The weather was extremely hot.)

“The fish had to learn to walk” (paragraph 2) means that ...

(a. the creek had almost no water left.)
b. the fish grew legs.
c. the fish swam away to the sea.

@ Why does Hattie walk west?

a. to find a new farm to live on
(b. to bring rain clouds back to Prairie Bend)
c. to buy new boots in the mountains

@ Find a hyperbole in paragraph 8. Write it, and tell what it really means.

“It rained so hard that the ducks carried umbrellas.” It means it rained very,

very hard.

@ Hattie is strong, but what other trait does she show? Use a detail from the text.

She is kind and helpful. When she hears that the farmers will lose their

crops, she walks to the mountains to bring rain to the whole town.
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