
Name Date

Idioms
A chart to read together and keep.

An idiom (ID-ee-um) is a saying that means something 
different from what its words say. You can’t figure it 
out word by word. You learn what the whole saying 
means.

Feelings

• on cloud nine: very happy
• butterflies in your stomach: 

nervous
• under the weather: a little 

sick

School and Work

• hit the books: study hard
• a piece of cake: very easy
• learn the ropes: learn how 

to do something new

Talking

• spill the beans: tell a secret
• break the ice: help people 

relax and start talking
• beat around the bush: avoid 

saying something directly

Time

• once in a blue moon: almost 
never

• in the nick of time: just in 
time

• call it a day: stop working 
for now

Try it

Pick one idiom. Use it in a sentence about your week.
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