
Name Date

What Does the Idiom Mean?
Read each sentence. Circle the letter of the idiom’s real meaning.

1 Before the big game, Carlos had butterflies in his stomach.

a. He ate a strange lunch.

b. He felt very sleepy.

c. He felt nervous.

2 Mrs. Patel told us to put our heads together to solve the puzzle.

a. Bump our heads on purpose.

b. Work together and share ideas.

c. Rest our heads on our desks.

3 My cousin visits us once in a blue moon because she lives far away.

a. She visits every night.

b. She visits very rarely.

c. She visits when the moon is blue.

4 When Kiara won the art contest, she was on cloud nine.

a. She rode in an airplane.

b. She was very tired.

c. She was extremely happy.

5 Zoe let the cat out of the bag about Mom’s surprise party.

a. She told the secret.

b. She let her cat go outside.

c. She bought a bag for the party.

6 The new bike cost an arm and a leg, so Ty saved for months.

a. It cost a lot of money.

b. Ty hurt his arm on it.

c. It was given away for free.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

What Does the Idiom Mean?
Read each sentence. Circle the letter of the idiom’s real meaning.

1 Before the big game, Carlos had butterflies in his stomach.

a. He ate a strange lunch.

b. He felt very sleepy.

c. He felt nervous.

2 Mrs. Patel told us to put our heads together to solve the puzzle.

a. Bump our heads on purpose.

b. Work together and share ideas.

c. Rest our heads on our desks.

3 My cousin visits us once in a blue moon because she lives far away.

a. She visits every night.

b. She visits very rarely.

c. She visits when the moon is blue.

4 When Kiara won the art contest, she was on cloud nine.

a. She rode in an airplane.

b. She was very tired.

c. She was extremely happy.

5 Zoe let the cat out of the bag about Mom’s surprise party.

a. She told the secret.

b. She let her cat go outside.

c. She bought a bag for the party.

6 The new bike cost an arm and a leg, so Ty saved for months.

a. It cost a lot of money.

b. Ty hurt his arm on it.

c. It was given away for free.
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