Name Date

Adages and Proverbs

Read each saying. Circle the letter of what it means.

An adage or proverb is an old, wise saying. It gives advice or tells a truth
about life.

Slow and steady wins the race. Keep working steadily, and you will get there.

@ “Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.”

a. Chickens are hard to count.
b. Don’t count on something before it really happens.
c. Wait until eggs hatch to name the chicks.

@ “The early bird catches the worm.”

a. Birds wake up before people do.
b. People who start early often get the best chances.
c. Worms come out only in the morning.

@ “Actions speak louder than words.”

a. What you do shows more than what you say.
b. Loud people get more done.
c. Talking is better than doing.

@ “Two heads are better than one.”

a. Itis good to wear two hats.
b. One person should always work alone.
c. Two people working together can solve a problem better.

@ “Where there’s a will, there’s a way.”

a. If you really want to do something, you can find a way.
b. There is always a road to walk on.
c. Only some people can reach their goals.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Adages and Proverbs

Read each saying. Circle the letter of what it means.

An adage or proverb is an old, wise saying. It gives advice or tells a truth
about life.

Slow and steady wins the race. Keep working steadily, and you will get there.

“Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.”

a. Chickens are hard to count.
(b. Don’t count on something before it really happens.)
c. Wait until eggs hatch to name the chicks.

“The early bird catches the worm.”

a. Birds wake up before people do.
(b. People who start early often get the best chances.)
c. Worms come out only in the morning.

“Actions speak louder than words.”

(a. What you do shows more than what you say. )
b. Loud people get more done.
c. Talking is better than doing.

@ “Two heads are better than one.”

a. Itis good to wear two hats.
b. One person should always work alone.
(c. Two people working together can solve a problem better.)

“Where there’s a will, there’s a way.”

(a. If you really want to do something, you can find a way. )
b. There is always a road to walk on.
c. Only some people can reach their goals.
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