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Lines on a Globe
Mapmakers draw imaginary lines on the globe so we can give the exact location of any 
place.

A location is written latitude first, then longitude. For example, 40°N, 100°W.

North Pole
The farthest point north: 
90°N.

line of latitude
Runs east and west. Measures 
how far north or south.

equator
The 0° line of latitude. It 
splits Earth into Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres.

prime meridian
The 0° line of longitude. It 
splits Earth into Eastern and 
Western Hemispheres.

line of longitude
Runs from pole to pole. 
Measures how far east or 
west.

South Pole
The farthest point south: 
90°S.
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