Name Date

Lewis, Clark and Sacagawea

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Corps of Discovery

In 1803, the United States bought a huge area of land from France called the
Louisiana Purchase. President Thomas Jefferson asked Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark to explore it and find a route to the Pacific Ocean.

In 1804 their group, called the Corps of Discovery, set off up the Missouri
River. They drew maps and wrote about plants, animals and the many Native
nations they met.

Sacagawea, a young Lemhi Shoshone woman, joined them with her baby. She
helped them talk with the Shoshone and trade for horses to cross the Rocky
Mountains. Later, the Nez Perce gave the hungry travelers food. The trip
would have failed without Native help.

The Corps reached the Pacific in late 1805 and returned in 1806. Their maps
led many settlers west, and Native nations lost much of their land.

\é\{;\:kient Lewis and President Jefferson ) ( the king of Spain ) ( Sacagawea

2. How did Sacagawea help?

she cooked only she spoke with the Shoshone and helped get horses

she drew the maps

3. What happened after the trip?

no one went west the land was sold back

settlers moved west onto Native lands

L. Was the expedition a success for everyone? Explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Lewis, Clark and Sacagawea

Answers with evidence from the passage.

The Corps of Discovery

In 1803, the United States bought a huge area of land from France called the
Louisiana Purchase. President Thomas Jefferson asked Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark to explore it and find a route to the Pacific Ocean.

In 1804 their group, called the Corps of Discovery, set off up the Missouri
River. They drew maps and wrote about plants, animals and the many Native
nations they met.

Sacagawea, a young Lemhi Shoshone woman, joined them with her baby. She
helped them talk with the Shoshone and trade for horses to cross the Rocky
Mountains. Later, the Nez Perce gave the hungry travelers food. The trip
would have failed without Native help.

The Corps reached the Pacific in late 1805 and returned in 1806. Their maps
led many settlers west, and Native nations lost much of their land.

\é\{;\:kient Lewis and (Pr‘esident Jeﬁerson) the king of Spain ) ( Sacagawea

2. How did Sacagawea help?

she cooked only (she spoke with the Shoshone and helped get hor‘ses)

she drew the maps

3. What happened after the trip?

no one went west the land was sold back

(settlers moved west onto Native lands)

L. Was the expedition a success for everyone? Explain.

It was a success for the United States, but it led settlers onto Native
lands, so Native nations lost much of their homelands.
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