
Name Date

Mr. Fenn’s Fence
Read the story. Look for what the characters do not say out loud. Level 2 · 375 words

1 Every afternoon, Nadia walked past Mr. Fenn’s picket fence on her way home from 
school. This spring, the fence did not look white anymore. Paint was peeling off in 
long curls, and a few boards leaned like loose teeth. Nadia remembered when Mr. 
Fenn used to wave to her from his porch every day, a paintbrush or a garden hoe in 
his hand.

2 On Tuesday, Nadia saw Mr. Fenn kneeling by the fence with a can of paint. His cane 
lay in the grass beside him. He painted three boards, stopped, and rubbed his knees. 
Then he painted one more board and stopped again.

3 “Do you need help?” Nadia called.

4 Mr. Fenn waved his brush. “No, no. I’ve painted this fence every spring for forty 
years,” he said. “I can do it myself.” But when Nadia looked back from the corner, he 
was sitting on his steps with his eyes closed, and the brush was resting on the lid of 
the can.

5 At dinner, Nadia pushed her rice around her plate. “Dad,” she said, “how do you help 
someone who says he doesn’t want help?”

6 Her dad thought for a moment. “Sometimes,” he said, “you ask a different question.”

7 On Saturday morning, Nadia knocked on Mr. Fenn’s door. She was holding two 
brushes, and her dad was carrying a ladder. “Mr. Fenn,” she said, “I want to learn 
how to paint a fence the right way. Could you teach me? You have more practice than 
anyone on this street.”

8 Mr. Fenn looked at her for a long moment. Then the corners of his mouth turned up. 
“Well,” he said, “the first rule is that you never rush the corners.”

9 He sat in a lawn chair and pointed with his cane. Nadia and her dad painted, and Mr. 
Fenn told them which boards needed two coats. He told them stories about the street 
back when it was a dirt road. Twice, Nadia asked a question she already knew the 
answer to, just so he could explain it. By lunchtime, the whole fence gleamed.

10 The next week, there was a small package on Nadia’s front step. Inside was a wooden 
birdhouse, painted bright white. A note was tucked under the roof. It said, “For my 
best student.”
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Name Date

Mr. Fenn’s Fence: Questions
Use details from the story to explain your answers.

1 Why does Mr. Fenn stop after painting only a few boards?

a. He does not care how his fence looks.

b. His knees hurt, and the work is hard for him.

c. He has to go inside to make lunch.

2 Which sentence from paragraph 4 best shows that Mr. Fenn is worn out?

a. Mr. Fenn waved his brush.

b. “I can do it myself.”

c.
But when Nadia looked back from the corner, he was sitting on his steps with 
his eyes closed, and the brush was resting on the lid of the can.

3 Why does Nadia ask Mr. Fenn to teach her instead of offering to help again?

a. She can tell he is proud and does not want to look like he needs help.

b. Her dad told her to paint their own fence first.

c. She wants to paint the fence a new color.

4 What does the birdhouse show about how Mr. Fenn feels about Nadia? Use a detail 
from the text.

5 What kind of person is Nadia? Use two details from the text to explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Mr. Fenn’s Fence: Questions
Use details from the story to explain your answers.

1 Why does Mr. Fenn stop after painting only a few boards?

a. He does not care how his fence looks.

b. His knees hurt, and the work is hard for him.

c. He has to go inside to make lunch.

2 Which sentence from paragraph 4 best shows that Mr. Fenn is worn out?

a. Mr. Fenn waved his brush.

b. “I can do it myself.”

c.
But when Nadia looked back from the corner, he was sitting on his steps with 
his eyes closed, and the brush was resting on the lid of the can.

3 Why does Nadia ask Mr. Fenn to teach her instead of offering to help again?

a. She can tell he is proud and does not want to look like he needs help.

b. Her dad told her to paint their own fence first.

c. She wants to paint the fence a new color.

4 What does the birdhouse show about how Mr. Fenn feels about Nadia? Use a detail 
from the text.

He is thankful and proud of her. He made her a gift and called her his “best

student.”

5 What kind of person is Nadia? Use two details from the text to explain.

Nadia is thoughtful. She noticed Mr. Fenn was tired and asked her dad how

to help. She asked him to teach her so he could help without feeling helpless.
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